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October 28, 2010

Dear friends,
Greetings again in the name of Jesus!

Choose Life!

I recall an early morning sometime in the last century.
(Wow, I must be ancient!) I was scheduled to speak
that morning on prayer to Judy Sutch's women's group
at Way of the Cross Church.

I awoke in a panic. How could I teach on prayer? My
own prayer life seemed weak. I couldn't remember
anything I knew about prayer.

My mind scratched for a way to stay home.

Maybe I'd call in sick....but I and all of us believed
in divine healing. That seemed too embarrassing to
admit, especially since it was a lie,
unless I told Judy I was emotionally
or mentally sick, which seemed like
the truth at the time... "Judy, I can't
come. I've had an emotional break-
down."

I couldn't see myself saying that to
her, especially since she would prob-
ably start driving the devil out of my
head over the phone. It's good to
have a friend who can do that.
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It didn't help that I was known as a
prayer leader in the city.

In desperation, I opened my Bible. It
fell open to Romans 8, and verse 6
captured my eyes.

"For the mind set on the flesh is ,!mlonesna report

death, but the mind set on the Spirit
is life and peace." —

It was immediately obvious where my mind was set by
how I felt. I felt like I was going to die in front of Judy
Sutch and all her ladies.

It seemed reasonable to feel that way. I was totally
inadequate and weak in prayer and I didn't really know
how to pray like I should. How could I teach in that
condition?

...but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace.

I had no choice but to set my mind on the Holy Spirit.
I chose life and peace. I chose God. I chose the truth
that I was saved and that I was His son.

I put one foot in front of the other and showed up at
the ladies' meeting. I knew many of the ladies, and
knew they were women of prayer.

I didn't know what to do until I stood in front of them,
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but I had chosen to set my mind on His Spirit where
there is life and peace.

I heard myself say, "Turn to Romans 8:26."

I read it: "In the same way the Spirit helps our weak-
ness, for we don't know how to pray as we should...”

I heard myself say, "The doorway to prayer by the
power of the Holy Spirit is in your weakness and in NOT
knowing how to pray. If you feel strong and think you
know how to pray, the Spirit will let you do it yourself
without His help. If you want His help, you must be
weak in yourself and totally dependent on Him to know
how to pray..."

We had a great time. I chose life and
peace.

You can too. At any time.

The enemy of your soul will put you
down in fear and condemnation as
long as you let him do so, and as long
as you keep your attention on your-
self. Set your mind off from yourself
and on the Lord. Life and peace will
invade your mind and your emotions,
and the feelings of death and depres-
sion coming from fear and shame will
fade away.
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We have just returned

from Indonesia...

We had precious time with our friends
who have served for many years and
raised their children among a strict
Muslim people group. We ministered to their team
members, and taught the Blood Covenant in their
school for their workers. It was a very fruitful and
blessed trip, and a big thank you for praying for us!

Some very interesting things happened. We would love
to tell you all about them in this letter, but we cannot
do that without endangering our friends and their team
and the work they are doing.

You are invited to our home to talk about it all freely
and see some photos. If you are are too far away or
can't come, give us a call for a report! We love you all!

Tuesday, November 9, 7 pm at our house:
63 105th Lane NW, Coon Rapids, MN 55448

With deep appreciation for you,
John and Jackie

”A§L o}E Me, and | will ma|<e the nations Your in%eritance, the very ends o}E the earth Your possession.” Dg. 2:8

write checks to: World Harvest Network, 9201 75th Ave. N., Brooklyn Park, MN 55428

Email: JohnandJackieMatthews@gmail.com

Telephone: 763-755-6612



