
...a prayer letter from .John andJackie

Dear friends,
We greet you again in Jesus' wonderful name!
As always, we consider it an honor and privilege
to write to you, and it really is a "lifeline" for us
to keep you informed and for you to agree with
us in faith and prayer.

The anchor of your soul ...
Hebrews 6: 10-20:
10 For God is not unjust to forget your work and
labor of love which you have shown toward His
name, in that you have ministered to the saints,
and do minister. 11 And we desire that each one
of you show the same diligence to the full assur­
ance of hope until the end, 12 that you do not
become sluggish, but imitate those who through
faith and patience inherit the promises.
13 For when God made a promise to Abraham,
because He could swear by no one greater, He
swore by Himself, 14 saying, "Surely blessing
I will bless you, and multiplying I will mul­
tiply you." 15And so, after he had patiently
endured, he obtained the promise. 16 For men
indeed swear by the greater, and an oath for
confirmation is for them an end of all dispute.

17 Thus God, determining to show more abun­
dantly to the heirs of promise the immutability of
His counsel, confirmed it by an oath, 18 that by
two immutable things, in which it is impossible
for God to lie, we might have strong consolation,
who have fled for refuge to lay hold of the hope
set before us.

19 This hope we have as an anchor of the
soul, both sure and steadfast, and which en­
ters the Presence behind the veil, 20 where
the forerunner has entered for us, even Jesus,
having become High Priest forever according to
the order of Melchizedek.

In this Scripture, we find that God very much
wants to prove to you that He is determined to
bless you. The example given is His promise to
Abraham: Verse 13 says that God "swore by
Himself": It simply means He repeated Himself,
saying twice to Abraham that He would bless
him. "Surely blessing I will bless you.... Multiply­
ing I will multiply you. "
We should believe God if He says something
just once. Here God wants to show us He really
means what He says: so He said it twice. In es-
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sence, He said, "I absolutely, most certainly, will
bless you and multiply you." He said it once as a
promise: "1 will bless you... "; then He added His
oath: "Surely blessing... !" He means, "I guar­
antee by myself that I will certainly bless yoU!!"
Verse 18 says that it is impossible for God to lie,
and for this reason we have "strong consolation"
-- strong encouragement and strong hope.

This hope is the anchor for your soul.

An anchor keeps a ship from moving when the
wind blows and the waves come. The anchor
holds the ship firmly in its place.

You have a great hope as your anchor. It is not an
anchor that you throw downwards like the anchor
of a ship, but one you throw upwards!! It is hope
in the promises of God, and it is an anchor you
throw up into heaven itself!

Through the knowledge of Christ, you hook your
anchor to the very throne of God, His throne of
grace and mercy! The anchor of your faith and
hope is right in the Presence of God. Jesus is
there. The Father is there.

Jesus has gone ahead of you as your forerunner
(v. 20), and made the way open for you to be
with your Father! His blood has forgiven you and
cleansed you! Because of that blood, you always
have direct access to God! Furthermore, because
of that blood, you can completely depend on His
promises to keep you, heal you, guard you and
provide for you!

This is the hope of every Christian. This is the
hope that gets you through the darkest night, the
deepest valley -- even the valley of the shadow
of death! When you are in trouble, and you can't
see ahead, this one thing gives you courage and
hope: You have anchored yourself by faith in
His blood; you have anchored yourself to God's
throne of mercy and grace in heaven, where you
know Jesus sits at the right hand of God. Nothing
can change that!

You are not anchored to what is going on here on
the earth! You are anchored to the very Throne
of God through the precious blood of Jesus. And
because of that blood, you are anchored to the
stubborn plan of God to bless you and multiply
you just like He promised to Abraham!!

".-IskqjJle. a/ld IlI'ill make Ihe /lalions )(}/{r inherita/lce. Ihe ,'e,)' e/ld~ qr Ihe earlll }(}/{r possession." Ps. 2:8



Update on Jackie ...
As most of you know, this winter we have been
"home bound" due to Jackie's broken leg. She,
of course, could not travel, but neither could 1. I
was her chief caretaker. Losing the use of a leg
makes you VERY dependent on others! She and I
- her main "other" -- have been very close these
weeks. Both of us have been learning patience.

The first couple of weeks our goal was to keep
from killing each other. Not knowing what to an­
ticipate with a broken leg, every need seemed to
be a crisis, with tensions high, and patience lack­
ing. Jackie had to depend on me for all kinds of
things, from cooking to cleaning to setting out all
her clothes for her. Learning her detailed way of
arranging her underwear drawer was not a lesson
I was prepared to learn.

After a couple of weeks, we seemed to get past
that crisis and started to love each other again.
"Let patience have her perfect work", James
wrote, "that you may be perfect and entire, want­
ing nothing".

We both should be perfect by now, I would think.
However, the next call from Jackie in the other
room could come at any moment. "John, can you
help me?" It will prove how perfect and entire I
have or have not become.

Honestly though, I have found the best part of
this trial to be close to Jackie and help her. I
even began to think maybe I should become
an orderly or a nurse when I grow up. Jackie·
said, "No, don't do it. You aren't that good at
it. I sometimes fear for my safety when we are
close, like hoping you won't stumble and kick my
crutches out from under me!" (Please, I only did
that once or twice.)

Jackie is doing very well, however. She has put
away the walker and the wheelchair and is quite
agile on the crutches. At times, she walks care­
fully through the house without crutches. Thank
the Lord for the progress of her healing.

Gregory and GaUna were with us...
It was their first time with us, and we tried to
keep them busy and tire them out like they do to
us when we are with them in Ukraine. Perhaps
we did it too well. But, as usual, they were real
troopers ministering to the many, many people
who wanted prayer. Though they preached, they
spent much more time ministering to people
personally. So did we, and the rest of our team
- Beaudrys, Sutchs and Johnsons. We have all
worked together in Ukraine, so it was just a whole
lot of fun to do the same thing in our own coun­
try. We ministered together with Gregory, Galina
and Anya, and it was like a traveling Holy Spirit
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meeting wherever we went. We were in several
churches, as well as holding our "First Calling"
conference. The presence of the Lord was strong,
similar to when we are in Ukraine.

Those days made us know for certain that the
Holy Spirit wants to do much more here in the
USA. We saw many, many Americans very hun­
gry for God. And we observed a very willing and
present Holy Spirit pouring Himself into them -­
young and old alike!

A great highlight of these days was to see in
most meetings the Holy Spirit put fresh fire in
young people, even small children! You should
have seen their excitement when we released
them to go pray over the adults! We watched as
small roving gangs of 6-12 year olds prayed over
people much bigger than themselves. They were
wide-eyed as they saw God touch these people
through their prayers! We were wide-eyed too!!
The harvest continues ...
God is still expanding His kingdom through the
Churches of Praise! Salvation, healing, and
church planting continues, especially in the towns
and villages of Ukraine where there has been no
gospel and no church.

New churches are still being opened. The hun­
dreds of young (mostly very small) churches in
the villages are going on with God. Nothing is
without problems, and the work is not easy, but
people continue to be saved, healed, and set free
through the name of Jesus Christ.

The sixth 9 - month mission college for village
church planters just finished. The seventh Bible
college class is preparing to graduate after three
years of training.

The rehab center continues to fill up with men
and women recovering from addiction and crime.

The next quarterly celebration in the main
churches for children all over the city will soon
happen. The sanctuaries of the two largest
churches will fill with perhaps fifteen hundred of
the cities "worst" children -- off the streets and
out of the detention centers and orphanages.
These known - to - be rebellious and incorrigible
children will have a peaceful and exciting time in
the presence of the Lord! (as in past celebrations)
Our work at home here in Minnesota ...
There are many priorities of ministry while we are
at home. We are trying to make this extended
home time count. It has been, first of all, a very
extensive time of prayer. Remember, anointed
outreach can only happen by anointed inreach
into the presence of God! This is our first call­
ing ... and yours! For me (John), it takes a large
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part of the day. Let us assure you that this
prayer ministry also includes your needs! Please
continue to send your prayer requests and an­
swers to prayer. They are not forgotten!

Another high priority is writing. I now have a
large stack of notes and partially written pages on
the Blood Covenant. The idea is that it will some­
how turn into a book (or several small books). By
God's grace, much progress on this project will
take place in these next few weeks.

If you lead any organization, you know that ad- .
ministration is a time consuming necessity. Since
Jackie and I are the staff, we do it all. We have
discovered that computers and printers, etc. do
not save time. They take more and more of our
time, especially mine (John's). But they do allow
us to do things we could not otherwise do!

Communication with Ukraine, communication
with ministers and teams that go, communication
with people to raise the vision ..,all this also takes
time. Thank God for telephones and e-mail which
help us stay in touch with Ukraine! Though it is
never easy to communicate through translation,
we do our best to keep connected with the work
even when we are not there, and the Lord helps
us.

Please pray that we will be able to accomplish
much at home in the next weeks, until God re­
leases us to travel again We know He wants us
to do our "homework" well, so that the work in
Ukraine and beyond can continue to expand.

Two new granddaughters are coming!!
We already have three beautiful grandsons (see
pictures below): brothers, Jonathan, age 4 and
Eric, age 18 months; and Jaden, age 20 months.
Jaden's sister Jenna will be born on May 10 (by
cesarean delivery); Anna will come from China
soon. She was born July 4, 2005, and is now ten
months old. Below is her picture at four months:
(The picture just arrived.)

Eric
18 months

Jonathan
4 yea rs

Thank you for your partnership with us...
We have never been able to do this ministry by
ourselves. It is only because of your standing
with us in faith and prayer, and it is only with the
financial support of many of you that we are able
to do the work.

We are trusting God for new prayer partners and
new financial partners. Several who have sup­
ported us in major ways are no longer able to do
so. Will you agree with us that this gap will be
filled?

Beyond our personal needs, the opportunities
are growing for missions beyond the borders of
Ukraine. In addition to the ongoing work in Kyr­
gyzstan and Armenia, prayer and planning is in
process for Iran and Turkmenistan.

Please agree with us, not only for open doors,
and new financial partners for the harvest, but for
the raising up of more church planting missionar­
ies who will go to the "regions beyond" - places
where throngs of people still live in complete
spiritual darkness.

As Jesus said, "The harvest is plentiful, but the
laborers are few. Beseech the Lord of the harvest
that He will send laborers into the harvest." God
has called us to support His laborers in every way
possible. Thank you for joining with us as the
Holy Spirit leads you!

We are expecting God to bless you in every way,
to meet your needs, heal your body, prosper your
family, your work, and your ministry! It is His
will and covenant that gives us the right to expect
these things. We are especially expecting that
your fellowship with God Himself will increase
and abound in the days ahead! You are made for
Him! He Himself wants you!

With love,
John and Jackie
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Arriving
May 10
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at 4 months

Arriving from China soon




