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Dear friends,
We greet you once again in the Wonderful Name

of Jesus! We thank you for the privilege of writ-
ing to you, and for your friendship and support.

More granddaughter news...
In last month’s letter we announced that grand-
baby Jenna was scheduled to be born by c-sec-

tion on May 10, but she

decided to come on her 2 A
own schedule, and arrived -

on May 8. She is healthy, Y
and her parents Jeff and ~

g
Jermaine are doing well. ‘
Grandbaby Anna will come | | v

into Jen and Scott’s hands May, 2006
on June 14. They are taking Jackie with them
this Saturday, June 10, to receive Anna in Chang-
sha, China. June 14 is what
families in adoption circles call
“Gotcha!” day. That day be-
comes as great a celebration as
the child’s birthday. In Anna’s
case, her first birthday will be
July 4, same as grandfather
John’s birthday. It is a big deal
for Jackie to go, of course, and
our daughter Jen insisted that
she go. “After all, Mom, if I was
having a baby naturally you'd

Dec., 2005
be right there with me at delivery...so I want you
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there when we receive Anna

Jackie is walking well!

Thank God, that Jackie has two legs to walk

on when she boards the plane! She is doing
well with walking, and now uses just a cane for
safety. She is walking without pain and almost
without any noticeable limp. X-rays taken just
today show the small bone in her leg completely
healed, and the large one not yet completely
healed, but progressing well. She had a CT scan
of the uncompleted area today, and her sur-
geon will decide if he wants to do a bone graft to
hasten the healing of the large bone. (A simple
procedure...that's what he said.) Regardless, we
know her healing is complete through Christ.

The surgeon thought it was great that she is go-
ing to China. She has no restriction, except that
she is not to do anything that hurts. Going to
China is a great big step in reentry to normal liv-
ing, after 5 1/2 months of very limited activity.

I'll have two weeks without her, using the time
for the Lord and for writing. Thanks for agreeing
with us for the China adventure, and for my time
this month with God, His Word, and my keyboard.

During the last week of June, as a member I will
attend the AFCM annual ministers' conference

in Branson, MO. I will leave for this right after
Jackie, little Anna and her parents arrive back
home on June 24.

To Ukraine in July/August...

By God’s grace, we will leave for Ukraine mid July.
The big event while we are there will be the an-
nual “family reunion” of all our Church of Praise
ministers and church planters. This means the
miniters from all over Ukraine as well as the main
leaders from three other countries, perhaps 1200
ministers in attendance. It will be a time of cele-
bration, fellowship,
teaching, and fresh
fire from heaven!
This special week,
called the Congress
of the Churches of
Praise, is impor-
tant in setting the
sails for the next
year, and giving all
the village church
leaders the sense
that they are part
of a big family, and
building a common
vision among all
the workers.

School

of Prayer
and.
Prayer 3
Leadership

Aug 24-26

After the congress,
we will teach the
summer mission
college, laying the
foundation of Christ
in the hearts of a
new crop of village
church planters.

(&

It will also be an
important time

of reconnecting
with the people,
since it has been
an unusually long
time since we were

ord, teach us to pray..."
Luke 11:1

"Ask of Me, and I will make the nations Your inheritance, the very ends of the earth Your possession." Ps. 2:8

(over)



there. We've never been apart from the Churches
of Praise for so long a time. (due to Jackie’s bro-
ken leg)

Mission travel is another faith adventure for us.
Not having a reserve fund for this, We set the
plan in place, and trust God for all the supply to
go. As most times before, we must decide to go
before we have the funds to go. Your faith agree-
ment is important to us. It takes both senders
and goers to do the work of missions.

School of Prayer and Prayer Leadership...

As you see in this letter, we have set in place
dates for a School of Prayer and Prayer Leader-
ship, August 24-26. This will be in the Minne-
apolis/St. Paul area. The exact location is not yet
confirmed.

I was reading again Andrew Murray’s fabulous
little book, “With Christ in the School of Prayer”.
In the chapter about the power of united prayer,
he wrote this:

"Who can say what power a church could develop
and exercise, if it gave itself to the work of prayer
day and night for the coming of the kingdom, for
God'’s power on His servants and His word, for the
glorifying of God in the salvation of souls? Most
churches think their members are gathered into
one, simply to take care of and build up each
other. They know not that God rules the world by
the prayers of His saints; that prayer is the power
by which Satan is conquered, that by prayer the
Church on earth has disposal of the powers of the
heavenly world.”

Is it unrealistic to believe that God will have

His way in our churches? Let's believe that the
churches will take up their greatest privilege and
highest responsibility -- intercessory prayer. Let's
expect that Christians will do just what the Bible
says to do: pray without ceasing.

Let's expect that we will submit to the Lordship of
Jesus in us. As head of His own body, He is the
leader in prayer, He is the One "who always lives
to make intercession” Should not the members
of the body follow the head of the body? Should
we not yield to the Holy Spirit, who is the Inter-
cessor within us? Let's believe and plan for our
lives to be taken up with the greatest work that
can be done on the earth -- praying as Jesus
taught us to pray.

We hope the school of prayer and prayer leader-
ship will be a blessing to you, and to the churches
of the Twin Cities. Please agree with us for God
to grant us favor in our city as we invite people
from many churches.

Thank you...

Our base of support is the Lord, and His friends
like you. For that reason, thank you for allowing
us to stay in contact with you. We are trusting
God for His blessing and power to be at work in
your life, your family, and your ministry. May you
experience His love and His presence in greater
ways in the coming days!

With love,
John and Jackie



Faith and Obedience
John Matthews

God’s way of dealing with the earth, and with
man, is by means of covenant relationship. This
is clearly shown in the life of Abraham. God "cut
a covenant" with Abraham, a covenant which
promised that through his "seed", a land would
be given to the Jews and blessing would go to all
the nations of the earth. This covenant, along
with several other covenants in the Bible, deter-
mine how God deals with the human race.

Abraham's part was to receive God's promise: in

other words, to believe it. "Abraham believed the

Lord, and it was credited to him as righteousness.
Genesis 15:6 NIV

It did take faith, for at the time Abraham had

no children, and he and Sarah were old. God
promised Abraham a son, who was named Isaac.
Isaac means "laughter", a name perhaps given
because both Abraham and Sarah laughed when
God promised them a son. Abraham was near
one hundred years old, and Sarah was ninety.

Having received Isaac, God later tested Abraham
severely. God asked Abraham to do something
against His design for mankind. He asked Abra-
ham to sacrifice His son.

How could God ask such a thing, demand such a
thing of His friend Abraham?

As it turned out, God did not want the actual sac-
rifice of Isaac. He wanted to find out if Abraham
would be willing to give up his promised son. God
wanted to know if Abraham would do whatever he
was told.

"Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to
him, "Abraham!”

“"Here I am,” he replied.

Then God said, "Take your son, your only son,
Isaac, whom you love, and go to the region of
Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on
one of the mountains I will tell you about.”

If we had only the Old Testament, we could only
speculate what Abraham thought about this com-
mand of his friend, God. God told Abraham to
sacrifice Isaac in the region of Moriah. Moriah
was the area where God would give Jesus His only
Son to be sacrificed two thousand years later.

While some distance from Moriah, Abraham told
the young men to stay with the donkey, while he
and Isaac proceeded onward. He said, "and we
will worship and return to you.” Abraham expect-
ed that he and Isaac would both return.

As they got closer, Isaac spoke: "My father! Be-
hold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb
of the burnt offering?” Abraham said, “"God will
provide for Himself the lamb..., my son.”

Genesis 22 NIV

There is a further insight into Abraham’s thoughts
in the New Testament: "By faith Abraham, when
God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He
who had received the promises was about to
sacrifice his one and only son, even though God
had said to him, "It is through Isaac that your off-
spring will be reckoned.” Abraham reasoned that
God could raise the dead, and figuratively speak-
ing, he did receive Isaac back from death.”

Hebrews 11:17-19 NIV

Abraham knew his friend, God. He could not
understand why God gave him this command, but
he knew that God could not and would not violate
or go back on His covenant promise. So, he could
reason only one thing: that God would raise
Isaac from the dead, and they would go home
together.

One thing is evident: Abraham was prepared to
do exactly what God had told him to do. His
complete faith in God led him to complete
obedience to God.

When Abraham stretched out his hand and took
the knife to slay Isaac, the angel of the Lord
called out to him:

"Do not stretch out your hand against the lad,
and do nothing to him; for know I know that you
fear (reverence) God, since you have not withheld
your son, your only son, from Me.

Then Abraham raised his eyes and looked, and
behold, behind him a ram caught in the thicket
by his horns; and Abraham went and took the
ram and offered him up for a burnt offering in the
place of his son.

Abraham called the name of that place the Lord
Will Provide (Jehovah Jireh), as it is said to this
day, 'In the mount of the Lord it will be provid-
ed.” Genesis 22 NIV

Someone has said, “"God is never late, but He is
not often early”. It was only when Abraham took
the knife, and was within seconds of slaying his
son that God spoke, and God provided.

When Abraham’s obedience (which came from his
complete faith in God) was complete, when God
knew there was no longer any time for him to
turn back, then and only then did God intervene
for Abraham.

After Abraham’s complete abandonment and obe-
dience to God in the giving of his only son, God
again declared His covenant to Abraham, but now
with more force and more power and more prom-
ise.

"While blessing I will bless you, and in multiply-
ing I will multiply your descendants as the stars
of the heaven and as the sand which is on the



seashore; and your descendants shall possess the
gate of their enemies. In your seed all the nations
of the earth shall be blessed, because you have
obeyed My voice.” Genesis 22

Faith and obedience are not really two different
things. If a man has true faith in God, he will do
what He says.

Paul wrote of this as “the obedience of faith”. He
wrote, "we have received grace and apostleship
to bring about the obedience of faith among all
the nations for His name’s sake.”

Romans 1:5 NAS

There is a word in Hebrews that in the original
language means both unbelief and disobedience.
For that reason, translators have translated this
word in following verse in two different ways:

"And to whom did God swear that they would
never enter his rest if not to those who dis-
obeyed?” Hebrews 3:18 NIV

"And to whom swore He that they should not en-
ter into his rest, but to them that believed not?”
Hebrews 3:18 K1V

This is why James wrote what he did:

"When will you ever learn that "believing” is use-
less without doing what God wants you to? Faith
that does not result in good deeds is not real
faith.

Don’t you remember that even our father Abra-
ham was declared good because of what he did
when he was willing to obey God, even if it meant
offering his son Isaac to die on the altar? You
see, he was trusting God so much that he was
willing to do whatever God told him to; his faith
was made complete by what he did-by his ac-
tions, his good deeds. And so it happened just
as the Scriptures say, that Abraham trusted God,
and the Lord declared him good in God’s sight,
and he was even called “the friend of God.” So
you see, a man is saved by what he does, as well
as by what he believes.

Rahab, the prostitute, is another example of this.
She was saved because of what she did when she
hid those messengers and sent them safely away
by a different road. Just as the body is dead
when there is no spirit in it, so faith is dead if it is
not the kind that results in good deeds.”

James 2 TLB

When true faith is present, obedience will follow.
That requires action. However, sometimes obedi-
ence requires us NOT take action right away, but
to wait for God's timing. Regardless, obedience is
the outcome of true faith in God.

Obedience is not trying to perform for God, nor is
it doing "the works of law". That is the futility of
human effort apart from God's grace. Obedience

to God is something else. Obedience can only
come through faith in God's Word to you. Through
that faith, God's grace is imparted to you. God's
grace is His supernatural power and provision
which is given to you so that you are able to do
the will of God. This may mean to do nothing for
now, or it may mean to take action immediately.
It is your obedience that comes from your faith in
God and in His Word to you. Your faith leads you
to total abandonment to God's voice and com-
plete obedience to what He tells you to do.

Hebrews 11 is called God’s “Hall of Fame of
Faith”. In its description of the saints of old, one
thing is clear: their faith was described more as
their experience more than as their philosophy
of life. Faith was seen in what they did, and in
what God did in response to their faith. Faith
was not primarily rooted in what they thought or
felt. Their faith moved them to act in accord with
God’s will, or it moved God to act on their behalf.
In one way or another, where there was faith,
something happened.

By faith Noah prepared an ark...

By faith Abraham obeyed by going out to a
place...

By fain Sarah received ability to conceive...
By faith Isaac blessed his sons...

By faith the parents of Moses hid him...

By faith Moses chose to endure ill treatment with
God'’s people...

By faith God’s people passed through the Red
Sea...

By faith Rahab did not perish...

Faith comes to life in the action of obedience.
When you try to look inside yourself to find your
faith, you may not find it. It is not in your mind
or in your emotions. You will find your faith in
your mouth --in the action of speaking out His
Word. You will find your faith is in your hands
and your feet -- in the action of living and acting
according to what God has said.

Put your feet in the direction of what you believe.
Put your hands to work in the direction of what
God has shown you. Put your words into action
as well, speaking in agreement with the Word of
God.

The faith that is in your heart - in your spirit -
comes to life in your words, in your hands, and in
your feet.

Just do what God says.
A great hymn of the Church says it:

Trust and obey,

For there's no other way
To be happy in Jesus,
But to trust and obey.

John Matthews



