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Greetings from Krivoy Rog! We hope you are trusting in
the Lord with all your heart, and not leaning on your
own understanding!

What another grand adventure with the Lord we have in
coming here again! As always, it was through many
wonderful surprises that the Lord provided, not only for
our travel expenses, but also for special gifts for the
church and the Bible School. So much was provided that
we left home with more luggage than was allowed on
our tickets. Carrying the extra blessings for the Ukraini­
ans required us to give KLM airlir~csan extra b!cE~5ing'-­
$124 for the additional large bag of gifts and humanitar­
ian aid. Regardless of the added expense, it was great to
see these heavy bags all board the plane in Minneapolis,
and not see them again until Kiev!

Upon entering the country, we (as always) needed the
Lord to cover us going through customs. Nothing we
carried required us to pay duty, all being gifts for the
people, but customs officers can try to get money
anyway or cause trouble. This time we carried a new
laptop computer and color printer for the church, a gift
from one ofthe churches in our city. Pastor Jeff Orluck,
having just returned from Ukraine, had told us before we
left home that the customs officials in Kiev wanted to

know only one thing from him on entering the country:
"Do you have any computer equipment?"

We approached the lady customs officer, Jackie ahead of
me. "Do you have any gifts with you for people?", she
asked. I watched Jackie, knowing she was asking the
Lord what to say. We don't lie. Everything we had was
gifts -- notebooks and pens for the Bible School, gifts for
pastors and their children, the computer and supplies, a
large supply of vitamins, etc. Jackie said, 'Well, we have
humanitarian aid, such as vitamins for pregnant mothers
and babies, and other things." The lady said, "Oh! Please
go right through!" She didn't want to look at our pass­
ports, nor even touch one bag. Thanks for praying!

Now we have been here one week. There are 60 full time

Bible School students, and 130 evening students. A full
house! We have two skilled translators. Several hours

of teaching mornings and afternoons plus many evening
meetings makes for a busy schedule. We are deep in the
Word of God, laying the foundations of our redemption
in Christ, teaching it from Genesis to Revelation! It is a
great blessing to be here, and God is giving us grace and
strength for long days of teaching and ministry!

Today, upon returning home from Bible School to Pastor
Gregori's house, we entered to find Gregori and Galena
talking with a young man. He had come to ask for
prayer for his girl fTiend who was very ill, and he had
heard that these people pray and God answers their
prayers. We joined them in praying for her. We then
went into the other room while Gregori and Galena
continued at the door talking with him and then praying
with him. After he left, they told us he had prayed to
receive Jesus. Hallelujah! But before he prayed, they
said, he asked them for forgiveness. He said he had been
in their home before. He said 11~"vas one Df the tVlO rnen

who had come to rob them in the middle of the night
with knives, and had threatened to kill them. (They had
told us of this incident on a previous trip -- how in their
own home one man had wrestled Gregori to the floor,
while the other held Galena at knife point. When she
began to pray loudly in tongues, the man had suddenly
grabbed his head complaining of great pain, and had
told his partner they must leave immediately, and they
ran out the door! And now, here today we met one of
the offenders at their door confessing his sin, admitting
what he had done to them, asking for forgiveness and
accepting Jesus! After he asked for forgiveness, Galena
asked him (can you believe this?) to forgive her for not
serving them tea when they broke into the house!

Last Sunday was the five year celebration of the found­
ing of the mother church (now about 500 people). It was
an all day celebration of glorious praise, preaching, and
praying for the sick, as well as a stream of talent from the
church -- including a rap gospel music and dance team,
original poetry readings, and other artistic presentations
by the believers. And, oh yes, perhaps thirty people
came to the altar for salvation. It was a special time for
us, remembering that we had enjoyed the privilege of
being here when it all began! Since that beginning in
1993, fourteen other churches have been planted by this
church in the general area of Krivoy Rog, with congrega­
tions varying in size from 40 to 200 people. The goal is
to have at least five more churches planted by next fall,
especially through the outreach of the Bible School
students.

Do you wonder why we keep coming back here? No
adventure is as wonderful as an adventure with the Holy
Spirit in a ripened harvest ficld! Don't you wish you
were here with us?

But then, many of you are with us ...in prayer. This is

"Ask of Me. rIl/d I will surdy Rive the I/atiol/s liS YOl/r illhcrit(/f/U', ([lid ,hI' \'('IT ('lids or thl' I'((rth 11.\ Yo/(r/w,lsCSSiOIl."



very real. We are in that place of sensing the under
girding of praying people, and we know that we are
simply walking out the answer to others' prayers. Yes, in
reality, some of you are with us. And, of course, the gifts
of many of you are what brought us here.
Thank you for continuing to pray for us as we finish
these three weeks of ministry. We'll arrive home on
November 11. By God's grace we will come to Krivoy
Rag again in January to do it all again!

Thank you for praying. Please continue to do so after we
return. The period after a mission trip sometimes carries
spiritual warfare. To those of you who have been able
to support our ministry financially, we thank you from
the depths of our hearts. We receive every gift with deep
appreciation, regardless of its size. We have a collection
of testimonies about amazing and timely offerings that
came before this journey -- in the mail, at our door,
dropped in our hands unexpectedly, etc. -- they add to

the priceless memories we have of the faithfulness of the
Lord and His people. Though there are so many of these
stories we could tell, here is just one:

We had reserved our airline seats, but had not yet
receivc'<i the funds to pay for them. 111en, on a certain
day, we learned that KLM had suddenly reduced the
fare to Kiev by almost 50%, but we would have to buy
the tickets that day. How is it that on THAT day a
special gift for this trip arrived -- just the right amount
to buy the tickets at the reduced fare?! God amazes us.

We carry you in our hearts as our friends and we pray
for you. May the Lord's blessing increase and abound in
your life and in your ministry.

With love,

John and Jackie
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