
"Ask of Me, and I will surely give the nations as Your inheritance, and the very ends of the earth as Your possession."

...a prayer letter from John and Jackie
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Dear friends,
Greetings in the Wonderful Name of Jesus!
We hope you are doing well, and that you are trusting the

Lord with all your heart, not leaning on your own understand-
ing.  Remember, by acknowledging Him in all your ways, He
has promised to direct your paths!

Entering His rest...
"There remains therefore a rest for the people of God.
For he who has entered His rest has himself ceased from

his works as God did from His.
Let us therefore be diligent to enter that rest..."

Hebrews 4:8-10a
What does it mean to enter God's rest?  How do we do it?

Does it mean we need to simply slow down and "smell the
flowers"?  Are we in God's rest if we stop being workaholics
and keep a good balance to our schedule?  Is entering God's
rest the same as learning how to relax?

My attention was arrested in Hebrews the other day, when
I read Hebrews 3:11, and saw it again in 4:5:  "they shall not
enter My rest."

I began to remember to whom these words were spoken --
the nation of Israel in the wilderness, on their way to the
promised land.  God wasn't pleased with them.  Whatever they
did, God responded, "So I declared on oath in my anger, `They
shall never enter my rest." (Heb. 4:3)  It turns out that "enter-
ing His rest" really meant to God that they were to "enter the
promised land".  This is indicated in Deuteronomy 12:8-10:

"You are not to do as we do here today, everyone as he
sees fit,  since you have not yet reached the resting place and
the inheritance the Lord your God is giving you.   But you will
cross the Jordan and settle in the land the Lord your God is
giving you as an inheritance, and he will give you rest from all
your enemies around you so that you will live in safety."

The resting place was to be in the land of their inheritance,
that land which God had promised them.  It turned out that
they didn't want to go!

What is it like to "enter His rest"?
Remember when they sent spies into this land which was

meant to be their place of rest?  Most came back saying "we
can't go up there!  There are giants in the land! "   The whole
nation broke down and cried like babies.  They decided to
appoint a new leader and go back to Egypt.  Were it not for
Moses intercession, God would have killed them all on the
spot.  (See Numbers 13,14)

Why did they get so upset?  God just wanted them to
"enter His rest"!

Only Caleb and Joshua saw with the eye of faith, and said
it was a good land, and that they should go up and take
possession of it.  In fact, Caleb later said He wanted the
mountain of Hebron as his "resting place".  Hebron was the
home of the Nephilim, Goliath's ancestors.   For Caleb,

"entering God's rest" meant eliminating a multitude of giants,
each as big as Goliath or bigger!

For Israel to enter God's rest, it would require faith -- and
obedience.  That is just what they did not want to do.  They
wanted a nice land, but they didn't want to fight for it.  In their
fear and unbelief, they rejected their own inheritance, looking
at the giants rather than God.   God  did not like this.  Accord-
ing to Numbers 14, He decided to smite them with pestilence
and start over with Moses!  Though this was stopped through
Moses' intercession for them, most of them never saw the
promised land.  An entire generation died in the wilderness,
except for  Joshua and Caleb, who after forty years, led the
children of that faithless and disobedient generation up to
possess the land.

It was this unbelieving generation of whom God spoke in
Hebrews 3:17-19:

  "And with whom was he angry for forty years? Was it not
with those who sinned, whose bodies fell in the desert?   And to
whom did God swear that they would never enter his rest if not
to those who disobeyed?  So we see that they were not able to
enter, because of their unbelief."

Entering God's rest is in reality a life of faith in Jesus,
lived out in obedience to God's promises and commands.  It
speaks of entering your inheritance, your promised land, your
life and your divine purpose in Christ.  It is indeed ceasing
from your own works!  It is entering into God's works.

Like the example of Israel, God's inheritance or promised
land for each of us must be conquered and possessed by faith
and obedience.

God's rest is not like taking a lunch break, or a vacation.
His rest is that which brings rest to your spirit and your soul.
It doesn't mean relaxation so much as it means fulfillment.
You see, your inner man cries out for meaning and purpose,
and your inner man will never rest until that cry is fulfilled.   It
is in a life of faith in Jesus and obedience to Him that you will
find this rest.  It is what Jesus spoke of in Matthew 11:28:

"Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying
heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon
you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart,
and you will find rest for your souls.   For my yoke is easy, and
my burden is light."

God's rest is what the apostle Paul had when he wrote,
 "I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I

have kept the faith.  Now there is in store for me the crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award
to me on that day..."  2 Timothy 4:7

Your soul is most at rest when you are in a place of faith
and obedience.  It may not be a place of comfort, and it may
not be easy.  You may be facing giants, but what you are really
doing is "entering into His rest" -- trusting totally in Him,
relying on Him, and doing what He has told you to do.

The rest of God is found in the "yoke", not in being put
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out to pasture to do whatever you want.  Your spirit feeds on
the will of God.  Didn't Jesus say His food was to do the
Father's will?  Your soul finds peace in being bound to Christ,
and in "following the Lamb wherever He goes."

This life of faith and obedience, this rest of God,  is lived
outside your comfort zone (where you can get along without
exercising much faith.).  When you have abandoned yourself
to the care of God, and have taken on the God-size assign-
ments that come with His guidance, you are entering His rest.

  "Therefore, while the promise of entering his rest is still
open, let us take care that none of you should seem to have
failed to reach it.  For indeed the good news came to us just as
to them; but the message they heard did not benefit them,
because they were not united by faith with those who listened.
For we who have believed enter that rest..."  Hebrews 4:1,2

"Let us therefore make every effort to enter that rest, so
that no one may fall through such disobedience as theirs."
Hebrews 4:11

Entering God's rest is first a call back to the secret place,
to be reminded of who the Lord is, what the Lord has called
you to do, and what are His fresh marching orders.  It is then
to step out in faith and obedience.   No one enters the rest of
God without a fight of faith.  And this you can do!  You were
made for faith!  You were made for obedience!  Lift your eyes
off your circumstances, and put them  on Jesus and on His
Word.  Take on the yoke of His Word, and take one day at a
time.  It will put your soul at rest.

At times, entering God's rest means getting out on a limb,
where it feels uncomfortable to your flesh.  Remember, the
fruit is out on the limb!   His rest is found out there where you
have to trust God to come through, out where you need His
intervention, His provision, His grace, His strength.  Rest is
not found clinging to the trunk of the tree!

Your soul was made for faith in Jesus and obedience to
His commands.  Only in such a life will you find peace of
mind.  Only there will your spirit relax.  Only there will your
inner man find fulfillment.   Only there will you know His rest.

We have needed continual new strength...
January and February have been loaded for us -- with

schools of prayer, ministry in churches, prayer meetings, Bible
studies, and leaders gatherings.   It has been meetings every
night and most days as well.    We are thankful to the Lord for
the opportunities to minister in so many different settings, and
we have had to continually draw out new grace from the Lord
within us.   God has promised it:  "They that wait upon the
Lord shall renew their strength;  they shall mount up with
wings like eagles;  they shall run and not get weary;  they shall
walk and not faint."  (Isaiah 40:31)  Praise the Lord for the
limitless refreshing that is available from Him.  We are
learning to keep "taking another drink" of the Holy Spirit
wherever we are, and letting Him use us whether we feel ready
or not!  Doesn't the Word say, "Be ready in season and out of
season..."?

Very soon, on to India...
On March 19, by God's grace, I (John) will fly to India to

speak at a national conference for pastors, held by the India
Inland Mission at Grace Bible College near Delhi.  This
organization and college is led by Paul Pillai, whom some of
you have met when he has visited the USA.  It  will be a
privilege and challenge to minister to many hundreds of
pastors from all over  India .  Please pray for anointing and
wisdom for this ministry.  Pray also that jet lag will be
minimized in this abrupt reversal of my body clock, with little
time to adjust before the conference begins. (Almost 12 hours
difference in time)  Jackie will be remaining at home during
this time.  Please agree with us in faith for the finances for
this journey, all of which we are still needed.  I will return
April 1.

Humanitarian aid projects...
Soon we will send a large shipment of donated medical

supplies to a hospital in Lithuania, a contact made through our
friend Dr. Bev Ricker.  She will be going there again in May.
Please pray for the safe arrival of these supplies.

This spring, we plan to carry a large supply of antibiotics
with us to Ukraine.   Please pray for all the finances to come
in for purchasing and transporting these desperately needed
medicines.  There have been outbreaks of infectious diseases
and no antibiotics available to the people.

Prayer is in progress for the launching of a medical project
among the Muslims in Bosnia.  Pray for the timing of this,
especially the sending of a fact-finding, relationship building,
advance team.  We hope this can happen soon.

A new chapter in Ukraine...
We are finalizing dates to return to Krivoy Rog to hold a

pastor's conference there this spring, and to work towards the
opening of a Bible School.  Please pray for wisdom, for the
finances needed, and for other pastors to join us in this
outreach.  The start of a Bible School is important for these
churches to be able to train new workers for the harvest fields
in Ukraine and beyond.  Their greatest need is for teachers.
We hope to help by sending pastors and Bible teachers
regularly during the school year.  Please pray for this vision,
and for other pastors to be available to go.  Pray also for a tax
which has been assessed to the new church building.  $2200
may not seem  too large to us, but to this church it is a huge
burden, needing a miracle.  Perhaps someone could give to
this?

As always, how can we thank you...?
Jackie and I again thank you for remembering us, praying

for us, and for giving as the Lord leads you.  It is a privilege
for us to communicate with you about these things, and to trust
the Lord to provide in His way.  As always, every month at
home and every mission trip abroad needs God's miracles!

May the Lord bless you and your family.  May you enter
the Lord's rest -- that place of holy adventure in faith and
obedience.   May we all respond to life's challenges with the
spirit of Caleb, who said, "Let us go up at once and take
possession, for we are well able to overcome..."!

With Love,
John and Jackie


