
...a prayer letter from John and Jackie

~ Dear Friends,

Hello from Lawang, east Java, Indonesia!

When we wrote to you last, we were just two weeks from
our date of departure for Asia, new plans having just
been laid which first put us in India, and then Indonesia
for three months. We are attending YWAM's Leadership
Training School (LTS) in obedience to the Spirit's
unexpected direction. At the time of that letter, we had
no money to come! For this miracle we must give a big
thanks yet once again to God and His children. The Lord
through His people met the need in ways different from
any other trips, the final amount coming in the mail as
we backed out of the driveway for the airport! 'Ne
boarded the plane as scheduled! Praise the Lord!

First, India •..
Our ten days in Madras at the YWAM national staff
conference were pleasant ones, except for Jackie having
flu the first three days. Pastor Joe Garlington from
Pittsburgh and Jim Stier, president of YWAM Interna­
tional and director of YWAM Brazil, were the main
speakers - - what an encouraging time for us! We led
several workshops on marriage and family for YWAM
staff, and John gave the closing message to the confer-

'-..../ ence of 500 staff. His message was "Pressing in to God",
starting from the story of the woman with the issue of
blood pressing through to Jesus. That day we said good­
bye to our friends Bill and Cheryl Barr as they headed off
from Madras to north India. They were not feeling well
when they left, and we trust they got healed on the way!
Following the conference we had some time with several
of the YWAM national leaders, and then we were off to
Indonesia.

To Java ... by wheelchair.
We were sick on the flights from India to Indonesia -­
probably food poisoning. Jackie fainted on the plane.
John threw up, and other things, three times on the plane
and again in the airport. God protected him from major
embarrassment, though, barely making it to bathrooms.
In Kuala Lumpur airport and again in Surabaya airport,
airline "angels of mercy" wheeled each of us all the way
through baggage claim, immigration and customs in
wheelchairs - - we were too weak to carry our luggage!
What a sight we were ... too bad nobody took a picture of
us!

We're in the Leadership Training School ...
By God's grace we got to the school. Our tiny room

'-----/looked bleak but a welcome sight to us on arrival, so sick
we could barely stand. We collapsed on the beds, and it

was three days before we unpacked. Our first night's
sleep was interrupted by a continuous call to prayer
from the mosque next door to the school. This is
Ramadan, the Muslim month of fasting and prayer, and
they prayed ALL NIGHT! Lord, that we would be so
passionate with the burdens of Your heart! By God's
grace, after a few days we didn't even notice these
frequent calls to prayer. Jackie says sleeping with
earplugs helps too!

With God's touch our strength slowly returned, and with
a little creativity we were able to make our tiny room
l!home·'. We have a wooden doilies cupboard, a 20" by
30" board hung from the walls as a desk, and a folding
chair that won't fit under the desk. With our comfortable
beds in the center of the room we are able to walk

sideways around the room, one of us up at a time. The
room had no electrical outlet, so Rob Gmyrek, ingenious
missionary that he is, rigged an extension cord for us out
of the light fixture. Now we have a fan, and our little
stereo tape player works, and John can use his computer.
Two small rattan shelf units hold various things, and it is
home for three months. With the aid of stiff brushes,
scouring powder, 3M pads, bleach and a lot of muscle
power, the community bathrooms are almost rid of
moss, mildew, iron deposits and bad odors. There are
both "squatty potties" and western toilets, praise God!

Eating, sleeping and classes take place under the same
roof. Since it rains at least once every day we are grate­
ful that we don't have to walk outside very often. John
has to go uphill 3/ 4 mile to the YWAM office to hook
into E-mail however- - sometimes making several
attempts before the technology will work. Shopping and
banking must be done some distance away, by way of
public transport in tiny trucks with teeny tiny benches in
the back. First a green one and then a blue one, 45
minutes to the city of Malang. Cashing travelers checks
to pay our tuition is proving quite a banking adventure,
since each bank has a low limit on the amount you can
cash at anyone time, some don't like certain brands of
travelers checks, and each has different hours. Eight
bank visits, and we need additional trips to finish the job.

What a surprise to see a McDonald's in the center of
Malang! A further surprise was inside. The clerks were
young girls dressed in slacks, fuchsia golf knit shirts,
Muslim hats and silk fuchsia head coverings with
"golden arches" embroidered on them! What a sight! A
large poster advertised "Ramadan special: two pieces of
chicken, rice and a drink for 2,500 rupia". (2250 rupia

"Ask of Me, and I will surely give the 11iltionsas Your inheritance, and the very ends of the earth as Your possession."



Following his message, the Brunei pastor wept like a
baby as he asked the school to pray that he would be
courageous. What does it mean to be a pastor with five
children in a land whose government is determined to
stamp out all non-Muslim faith within two years? The
testimony of all of them is that they will go on evangeliz­
ing in obedience to the Lord and ignore what the au­
thorities say. They are all heroes of the faith, indeed.

Jesus is Winning ... f ~e been asked to be pastoral leaders in the school~

Loren Cunningham, founder of YWAM, is teaching this II~ and have been given a little flock of eight students fromweek, bringing a mind and heart expanding overview of several different nations. One is a young single man~ --- ~
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equal one dollar) Down the road is a KFC and a Dunkin'
Doughnuts! It appears we can get anything needed in
the shopping area, and Jackie even saw Diet Coke on a
shelf. (We've never seen it before in Asia.)

The student body of 110, and 40 children, come from 17
nations, mostly Asia, with a few Aussies, Kiwis, Swiss
and Americans thrown in. They are mostly young
pioneer leaders who have been working in Asia for some
time before coming to this school. Ten are special
students from Brunei, a small Muslim country wedged
into East Malaysia. It is the most wealthy country per
capita in the world - - though most of that wealth is in
the hands of the sultan. These students are young
pastors, male and female, who were saved through
revival in a remote village of Brunei.

A testimony of courage in Brunei ...
The leading pastor from Brunei spoke Sunday morning,
telling of courageous and persistent witnessing in the
face of governmental threat and persecution. It is illegal
to preach in Brunei, where everyone is being forced to
become Muslim. Nevertheless, this man pastors a
church that has grown to 400 in the face of such resis­
tance. Several years ago God used them as a dramatic
testimony to the power of God. An enormous oil well
fire was burning out of control, and was impossible to
put out. Specialists were called from around the world;
even the best from the US came but could do nothing.
Flames shot thousands of feet into the sky for days.
After an extended time of fasting and prayer for the fire,
God told the pastor and people to go to the authorities
and ask permission to put out the fire. Though the
authorities ridiculed them, they were allowed near the
fire. They simply obeyed God, lifting their hands to God
in front of the fire, and said, "Fire, be still." Immediately
it began to go out, and in few hours the fire was totally
gone! The authorities, bewildered but stubborn, refused
to tell anyone whathad happened, and to-this-day the
mystery of who put out that fire remains a topic of
conversation in Brunei.

what God is doing world wide. In his topic, "Jesus is
Winning!", we learned that Christian faith is growing at
6.9% a year, Islam only 2.7% a year - - contrary to
popular reports that Islam is the fastest growing religion!
Of the 2,465 unreached people groups now listed, only
700 have no workers! He told the story of a recent
attempt to contact an unreached group in China, one
never touched by missionaries. "When the workers
arrived, they found 70,000 believers! One Chinese
woman heard the gospel in her language on a radio
broadcast from the Philippines. She accepted Christ, told
her friends who then accepted Him, and they told their
friends! This woman is now the pastor of those 70,000 in
what was thought to be a totally unreached people!

\Alo'.v! God is moving! Let's catch up \Nith Him, and not
be left out of the greatest movement in history! Loren
reported to us that one in seven of the world's popula­
tion is now a born again believer! This means that each
of us has to reach only six people to see the whole world
converted! He also reminded us that the world is not a s
bad as we think it is. No nations are at war with each

other. The Regional wars involve only 1% of the world's
population. Even in those places people travel and don't
actually see fighting. The point is that Satan wants to
make people afraid to go out into the world and carry
the gospel, and the news media reports only the evil
things. The reality is that you don't need to be afraid -­
allow the Lord to send you wherever He wants to!

Please pray for us ...
We have come to this LTS, not fully knowing why we are
here, but at least to see more clearly God's purpose and
strategy. The school requires every student to do a
"project", a large research paper with vision, goals, and
missionary strategy for two years or more. Our concern
is that we don't get goals other than what the Holy Spirit
desires. Will you pray with us that we know the mind of
God during this school?
_ ...~_•......" ..••_--_ ...• _., ....,------

Besides class content, an important component of the
school for us is living and working in Asia with Asians.
We hope that we gain a greater understanding of the
Asian mind and how they live, learn, and function. How
do we adapt our teachings to be more meaningful to
them? Since all the teaching and instruction are in
English and Indonesian, we can hear how things are
taught by veterans. It is a glorious privilege to be with
such a select group of valiant and dedicated people.



------------------------, - ----------- ~- -
from New Zealand with a heart for China. Besides \ / A big thank you! .••
studying Chinese, he as been to China 87 times in the last Thanks for your faithful prayer, your love, and your
nine years, always pressing for a way to be long term in ongoing financial support. Your prayers have made all
China. Another lady has worked in the Cambodian the difference. They have paved the way in the Spirit for
refugee camps for 12years, and will be soon helping to 'IUS, as well as released the finances for travel and daily
pioneer a work in Viet Nam. Also in our group is a 'Fving. We are believing that God will supply every-
Korean lady working in the Philippines, a Singaporean thing, and we thank you for agreeing with us in prayer
pioneering in north India, and several Philippino leaders. 'and faith for expenses to be met both here and at home.
It is great to be with Rob and Ria, our missionary friends (mortgage, utilities, etc. still come due while we're
who work in another region of Indonesia; they are also away.) Also, we must make a "visa run" to Singapore in ,
students in this school. We know we will leave with new five weeks. Please believe God with us for these extra /./
friends from many nations ... and we are believing God funds. ------------.-/-
for "divine appointments". We don't know what it _/ ~~~ ---

might mean for the days ahead._----- ~sting God for your health and prosperity,
~~-' -' - J knowing that you are in the blood covenant of Jesus- - a

What might it all mean to wme of you-w'hom-Cod is .- --/" - covenant or blessing;and a-covenant that frees you from

leading to go to the nations? We hope we can help the curse of sin and death. What God has commanded to ,

others find their place in this great end time missionary bless, we bless. We bless you in the name of the Lord;/endeavor. Certainly there is nothing else as adventure- may you prosper in all you do in obedience to Him! ,
some, as important, or fulfilling - - as helping to hasten .
the return of Christ by obeying His Great Commission!
Don't you agree? Don't you want to be part of it? Who
knows, maybe God will interrupt your plans and sched­
ules and send you off somewhere to be equipped and
ready to go!!!?

With love,
John and Jackie.

.,....-'




