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Dear friends, L

Greetings from good ol” Minnesota!

We were glad to obey the Lord in going to Asia. Weare
just as glad to be home. We came home with the sense that
it would take some time to absorb and evaluate what we
learned in the LTS, and how it applies to our various
ministry roles. In one dimension of our ministry —
mobilizing intercession for unreached peoples — specific work
was accomplished during the school, and we would like to
report on that in this letter.

Note: this is very sensitive information, so please do
not let this letter get in unknown hands or reprint it.

This report concerns the Acehnese in Sumatra, Indo-
nesia. The Acehnese are an unreached Islamic people 0of3.5
OO, T‘T‘lt_.y were the first peOyu:. of Scutheast Asia to
embrace Islam, and they then provided the missionaries
that propagated Islam throughout Southeast Asia. This, of
course, started more than a thousand years ago. They call
their land “the front porch of Mecca”. Historically fierce
and independent, no mission work has ever taken root
among the Acehnese before now. No Acehnese church has
ever existed. As far as is known, our friends are the first
missionaries every to reside in Aceh. This is secretive, of
course, and they are not known as missionaries there. (For
security reasons, we don’t put theirnames in printwhen we
use the name Aceh in print. )

The Acehnese function under Islamic law, unlike other
Muslim areas of Indonesia. Evangelizing the Acehnese is
illegal. Itis illegal to even translate the Bible into Acehnese!
(It is being secretly done now, but distribution has not
begun.) Itis illegal for any Acehnese to be anything other
than Muslim, at the risk of great persecution and even
death. In spite of this, on a personal day to day basis, the
Acehnese are actually quite warm and friendly.

As you know, we have taken several prayer teams to
Aceh, and another team is going there this summer from
our home church. Our missionary friends have now been
working there for six years. When they first went there, few
people outside of Southeast Asia even knew this people
group existed, and hardly anyone was even attempting to
reach them. Among the Christians in Southeast Asia, the
attitude was “Itis impossible to do anything.” Fear was the
norm.

Now, thanks to the pioneering efforts of our friends,
and the efforts of those they have met, twenty to twenty five
groups around the world have adopted the Acehnese. Our
friends have hosted dozens of short term teams in Aceh
over the last six years -- Christians from various nations
who have come to explore the need in Aceh, do research,
pray, or help in some other way. Perhaps a dozen people
are now involved in the difficult process of residing there,
finding a way to stay and be effective as long term mission-
aries in a spiritually hostile environment. They all look to
our friends for leadership and encouragement.

There is much to rejoice about in seeing the number of
people around the world who have picked up the burden
for Aceh, and the various levels of work “behind the
scenes” going on to reach them. Ithas become increasingly
clear to many who are helping, however, that there is a
need for a spiritual breakthrough in Aceh, a supernatural
intervention of God, in order to see the birth of the
Acehnese church. It is also clear that this need for a
spiritual breakthrough calls for increased united inter-
cession — persistent and fervent prayer. We havelearned
that this isnot primarily the task of missionaries who are on
the field; it calls for an increased spiritual partnership for
intercession among the churches and groups that have
adepted, or will adopt, a concern for Acch.

Last November I (John) was privileged to attend the
annual consultation for the Acehnese, hosted by Cherry
Hills church in Denver. Forty or fifty people were there
from some of the groups who have been helping reach the
Acehnese. This was the fourth or fifth annual consultation.
During the consultation, several groups were formed to
discuss the various aspects of mission to the Acehnese, i.e.
communication, research, strategies for entry, evangelism,
and prayer. I met with the prayer group, where we all
agreed on the need for a spiritual breakthrough. After
discussion concerning possible ways to unite in prayer, I
was asked to coordinate such efforts, and agreed to it,
though I felt overwhelmed at the reality of the task.

It was only after arriving at the LTS in Indonesia that
Jackie and I realized that it was a God given setting to
develop this responsibility for Aceh into a long range and
specific plan. We spent many hours with our missionary
friends to Aceh, who were also students in the LTS. The
time we had together, plus the practical instruction given in
the school, allowed the four of us to develop the essentials
of this long range plan for united intercession, with a goal
to “see a spiritual breakthrough among the Acehnese by the
year 2000”.

How will we know it has happened? By seeing a
substantial increase in the number of long term foreigners
and Indonesians working there as missionaries, and by
seeing the first fellowship of Acehnse believers come into
existence. This goal of the missionaries became the goal for
intercession, and a way to measure answered prayer.

Now, youmust remember that this people group is one
of the most resistant groups in the entire world. Unlike
some areas where evangelism and conversionis happening
very rapidly, Aceh is one of the strongholds. But...we
believe her time has come. Acehbelongs to Jesus. She isnot
the front porch of Mecca. Sheisloved by God, and Acehnese
are destined to be part of the fulfillment of God’s dream
recorded in Revelation:

“After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude
that no-one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and

"Ask of Me, and I will surely give the nations as Your inheritance, and the very ends of the earth as Your possession."






