Lifeline

...a prayer letter from John and Jackie

Dear friends,

Hello in the Wonderful Name of Jesus! We hope
this letter finds you trusting in the Lord and more
convinced than ever that He is awesome in His love,
His wisdom, and His power!

On the back of this letter, we have included a
"renewal update", to give some input about the current
outpouring the Spirit. It is a season of refreshing for the
church, and we want to receive all that we can so that
we will have more from God to give away to others. We
want all of you to experience more of the Lord, too!

Please notice the special invitation to join us at
Apache plaza for two series of renewal meetings for the
city, called "Catch the Fire!" Revival fires are burning in
some Twin City churches already. We think a major
one will break out by the end of
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projects that seemed especially worthy of financial

support. We are happy to report that through the

gracious response of many of you, we have been able to

send to Ukraine the full amount of what the Lord had

put our hearts at that time to give to these projects.
Here is the result of your giving:

1) The repairs on the building which was donated
by the city to the church in Krasnoarmeysk. $2000
was provided. The amount we sent gives them enough
to repair the heating system so they can occupy the
property.

2) Support for construction workers who will build
the new church in Krivoy Rog: $300 a month for eight
months was the minimum needed. The pledges we

received from many of you for

April. Getin onit! If you are

outside the Twin Cities, come A fresiwind is biowin't Coiie and join us! 3) Full Bibies are needed for

stay with us and we'll go to-

gether! C a tc h th e Fi re ! Krasnoarmeysk and Krivoy Rog:

You who are intercessors, will

this need have exceeded this goal.
believers in the churches in

Enough for 2000 Bibles was

you join us on Tuesday and Thurs- 3800 Silver Lake Road received, meeting the immediate
day, April 4 & 6 at 1-3 p.m. at at the north end of Apache Plaza need. This is a continuing need.
Apache plaza? An anointed wave March 31-April 7, 7 p.m. 4) One year's salary, $50 per
of intercession for our city will Steve Hill month, for pastor Pavel: the need
rise at this time, and you should from Toronto Airport Vineyard has been met.
be there. Warning: you may April 21-28, 7 p.m. 5) Help to start a garment
experience something new if you Randy Clark sewing business among the
come! the speaker who lit the fire in Toronto in Jan. '94 believers in Kherson: $500 was
Omnce again, to the nations... . ; : : given.

On May 15, by the grace of Wed., April 5, 1 p.m. Women's Meeting Thank you for giving!
God, we will be on the way to e Our children...
again to several distant lands. Calllng‘mtercessors_ : Please remember our children in
First we will go to Ukraine, to Intercession for our city prayer. Jay and Lana live closest
again be with the churches in April 4 &6, 1_'3 IpLeets to us, and help us out in many
Krivoy Rog. Then we will go samelocaton practical ways these days. Jeff

eastern France, to visit and
encourage our missionary
friends, Don and Sue Freeman, and their new church.
This will be our first time in France.

In early June, we will go to India, to minister with
Youth With A Mission in the city of Menali, near the
Himalayan region.

Will you pray with us for God’s perfect timing, for His
grace, wisdom, and provision in preparations for this next
outreach? As always, we must rely on Him for every-
thing, and trust Him to put it on the hearts of those
whom He would have support us in finances and
prayer. We make ourselves available to go when and
where He wants us to go, and trust Him to inspire our
friends to stand with us in the going. Your faith,
prayer, and giving provide the wings and the wheels
for us to get there, and the protection and strength to
carry out the ministry for which we are sent.

Ukraine project report:
While in Ukraine last December, we saw five

and Jermaine are in Thief River

Falls. Jeff starts flying lessons
soon. Jenni is still in preparations for missionary intern-
ship, with plans being laid for her to spend next school
year in central Russia. She needs more prayer partners:
if you did not respond to her last month, you still can.
Send her a note saying "Yes Jen, I want to receive your
prayer letter." Send it to Jennifer Matthews, 6820 Auto
Club Road, Bloomingtion, MIN 55438.
Our daily needs...

We continue to need and expect God's provision for
our living expenses. Thank you for continuing to ask the
Lord how He wants you to support us in prayer and
giving.

In closing, receive the blessing of Romans 15:13:

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as
you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope by the
power of the Spirit.”

With love and appreciation for you and the Lord,

John and Jackie

Remember: for tax purposes, write checks to Prayer International, with note attached”for the Matthews"



Renewal Update

Recently we attended renewal meetings held at a church in
Elk River. The same strong presence of God was in there as
we experienced in Torento. In one meeting the speaker called
the ministers forward, and prayed for the fire of God to fall on
us the way it had fallen on him a few years ago -— a fire that
propelled him into his present ministry of revival and evange-
lism. The resuit in me was that I fell to the floor in a deep and
prolonged groaning intercession. It is clear that this renewal is
putting on many of us a fresh mantle of intercessory prayer!
During this week of meetings, our friend Earl Ready, pastor of
a church in Emily, MN, was staying with us and also attend-
ing these meetings. He had the experiences of being overcome
by the Spirit for several hours every day! He was so "taken
away" in intercession for his family and church that I had to be
the “designated driver”! The following letter from Earl

S PP e Sl s e RS B R it Sy SO e TS L o DR
FBGawls UV UG 15 TOUTCEAINE i L CRUTCOSS ana Waary

leaders.
3/22/95

“Hi, you guys...

“Before any more time goes by, I wanted to get this note
off to you — its been sitting on my desk for a week — but so
much has been happening that its hard to keep up with it all.

[ am still so grateful for what God began in my life since
the Howard-Browne meetings. Inwardly, the greatest blessing
is that I have been delivered from inner tension and anxiety
that I didn’t even know was there. I am still concerned about
people and situations, bur I don’t get an anxious knot in my
stomach anymore. I was so used to it, I didn’t realize it was
there. I am dwelling in a new peace that is affecting me, my
Sfamily, and my ministry. Idon’t feel like I'm carrying the
weight of people’s needs and no longer feel responsible to be
“the fixer of all things”. And God is moving to “fix people.
Last Sunday some people were there until 5 p.m. under the
power of God. (from a 10 a.m. service. I left at 2:30 p.m.) We
had a wonderful move of God. Two youth received the
baptism in the Holy Spirit. Many were touched by God’s
power, and a number of visitors were in attendance. One girl
was under strong conviction to give her life to God — she was
under the power for some time and received some good
ministry from various people in the body. The Lord is using
others (intercessors and elders) to minister under the anoint-
ing, so it isn’t all coming through me by any means! Our folks
are really “jumping into the river”.
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being used in ministry. [ have been gradually sharing some of
niy experiences with her (for a time after [ returned I couldn’t
tell her much as I would become speechless or just weep.) [
have been able to share with her how the Lord moved me in
deep intercession for her first, then for the ministry. Some of it
I still can’t speak abour — but I know I will eventually be able.
I feel like He is uniting us in Spirit in a new way. [ am calling
on her to minister with me in the meetings, which we had not
been doing. Our kids are all getting touched by God’s
Presence.

Yesterday our Wednesday a.m. school chapel (normally a

45 minute affair) went right through lunch — over two hours.
All the youth and staff were strongly touched by God. Ripples
of holy laughter were heard in class the rest of the day —
mostly staff, mind you! Qur teens go into mourning if thev
have to miss a meeting these davs!

Hope to see you soon — in God’s timing”

Yours in Him,... Earl”

We are seeing the Lord bring renewal and revival to all’
who will open the door of their hearts to the fresh moving of
the Spirit. We want to be right in the middle of it — don’t
you? Thousands are experiencing a fresh filling of the Spirit,
to the point of being overcome with His power and presence
in ways that go beyond previous experience! With the
outpouring is coming a deep sense of the Father’s great love
for us and for all people. Our friend Jack Winter related how
God the Father spoke to him, telling him that He loved him as
much as He loves His Son Jesus! Jack questioned the Father
about this: “How can you love me as much as you love Jesus?
Jesus is perfect!” And the Father replied to him, “I don’t love
Jesus because He is perfect: Ilove Him because He is my
Son.” And so it is for you and for me: God doesn’t love us
based on our perfection or lack of it; He loves us because we
are His sons and daughters! How awesome it is that we are
totally and unconditionally loved by a gloriously loving Father
in heaven!

The Father is literally sweeping many off their feet with
His powerful loving presence, and restoring an intimate love
relationship with Himself, to confirm what He has already said
in His Word: “How great is the love the Father has lavished
upon us, that we should be called children of God! And that is
what we are!” (I1John 3:1) And again: “This is love: not that
we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an
atoning sacrifice for our sins.” (I John 4:10)

These things are true, whether we have a special experi-
ence in the presence of God, or we have no experiences at all.
But God wants us to experience in a supernatural way what He
has said about Himself and about us. He is love, and we are
His children whom He deeply loves. Those who are “rooted
and grounded in love”, who know they are accepted, approved,
and Iiked by God — become bold, feariess, and dangerous to
Satan’s kingdom of darkness. They are free from religious
bondage, free from the fear of man, the fear of failure, the fear
of rejection, and are consumed with love for the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit. The days ahead will require us to be
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power of sin or Satan. Being consumed by the love of God is
what will cause us to persevere in serving Jesus with all of our
heart, our soul, and our strength — regardless of what happens
around us. This conviction of God’s great love that makes us
overcomers. It is the resounding testimony of the apostle Paul
in Romans 8:38:

“For I am convinced that neither death nor life,
neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future,
nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in
all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God
that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”




