











injustice. We who have so much need to
share with those who have little. And this
is most true concerning the gospel. We must
find ways to give away the treasure we have
found in Jesus to those who have not heard
about it. Do you know that 90% of the world's
ministers minister to only 7% of the world's
population? Asia contains 2/3 of the world's
population, most of whom do not hear the
name of Jesus. And so the burden in our
hearts impells us to take another step in
seeking His will for our lives. So many
things <could be done, there are so many
opportunities and needs, but "Lord, what
will you have us do?" It is this question
that takes us to Hawaii.

We are not going to YWAM for a vacation -
it's not a resort! We are going there to
give full-time to God's work in us.

We are going to Hawaii, not because God
has shown us what to do, but because we
don't know what to do next about His call
on our lives.

We are going,
to help a
we don't!

not because we feel ready

suffering world, but because

We are going, not to minister to others,

but to "minister to the Lord” and to receive
ministry. We are going, not feeling like
we are experienced servants of God, but
as inexperienced. We want to be "ordinary
people” for a while (we are anyway), not
the ones who are supposed to know all the
answers. Just ones who have a whole lot
of questions! Our fellow students may be
plumbe; : o) housewives, young Christians
or grandfathe: The instruction to us will
be not as to professional ministers, but
as to young recruits for God's army. And

we think that is what we need right now.

that we as a family
Japan this last
the Lord made
not to go.(We
He said "Stay
clear, don't
relieved. I

Most of vyou know
were scheduled to go to
summer. During the summer
it wvery plain that we were
were to minister with YWAM)
lome:" That was simple and

o>u think? Secretly, I was

wasn't sure I was ready to step
doors that probably would be
us, which would lead to further trips,
etc. For several weeks after deciding to
remain home, I with pleasure put all ideas
about overseas ministry out of my mind,
content to dig in at our church and try
to do a better job as pastor. But something
began to go wrong inside of me; I described
it to Jackie as feeling like 1 was dying
on the inside. Everything was fine on the
outside, with the church, etc., but I wasn't
fine. Finally I sought the Lord about it;
He showed me my stubborn heart, and the
realization came that I was unyielded to
His will. I saw that I did not really want
Him to open doors of ministry and responsi-

bility outside Church Upon The Rock,
ally any in Asia!

into the
put before

especi-

You see, I don't really enjoy the travel-
ing, and the cultures and needs of Asia
are quite overwhelming. But perhaps the

most difficult part of it all for me is
the separation from Jackie and the children;
part of that is my own need for them, the
other side is knowing their need for me.
More involvment in Asia represented a threat
to me, mostly the threat
What would this mean to
will it do to the kids?
unrelenting in bringing us
abandonment to Him
He expects of
had to say,

of the wunknown.
cur family? What
etc. But God is

to a place of
before we know what
us! And again, I
"I'm Yours".

50, once

After that, I could ask, "Lord, what's
next on vyour agenda?" You see, until I
came to a fresh consecration of my life
and family to Him, I didn't want to know
His will! In a short time, quite supris-
ingly, He began to minister His wisdom
to Jackie and myself. He let us know that
He wanted to do some things in us as a
family, before He would do things through
us in the future (beyond our local church).
He spoke to me to take three months apart
from pastoral work to learn and seek His
face. This He confirmed in a wvery unusual
way through the Scriptures. In some ways,
these three months may be like a "sabbati-
cail i but activity

not a wvacation, carried



:ut in an atmosphere apart from our normal

‘inistry. The needs of the church and the
‘eople in it are many and varied; evidently
he Lord wants wus in a setting where 1
‘on't get so caught up in the '"work of
ihe Lord" that I neglect the "Lord of the
| he work".

Because the Lord has put "the nations"”
n our hearts, and especially Asia, and
hecause of our contact with Youth With
A Mission, we are concluding that this
:ime should be spent with YWAM. YWAM's
.arge vision for Asia and the Pacific,
ind their ability to train and mobilize

thousands of people, makes us want to be
in such an atmosphere. Perhaps by living
in the middle of it for three months wilil

cause some of it to "rub off" on us.

Regarding the
have we chosen

timing of this trip: why
this coming January? Basic-

ally, because we felt the Holy Spirit say-
ing, "as =soon as possible". Cordy and I
felt that, if we didn't do it this winter,

it perhaps would be belter (for the church)
to wait until at least next fall. This has
to do with upcoming planning, ministry,
and other things that make the winter quarter
a better time to be gone. So we are trying
to move in God's timing as best as we can.

Some of vou might be
road"”, or more long-range.
I have said,
planning to become "full-time"
to Asia, and sometime be
at least away from Minneapolis.
only God knows the future; we
indicatien in our hearts however,

thinking

have

as we know, we are not going to live in
Asia (or Hawaii). In fact, We sense that
our place of residence will continue to
be Minneapolis. Furthermore, Jackie and
I feel that the Lord is calling us to minis-
try within the USA, and to have an effect
on the Midwest. There 1is vision
us that I can't express to vyou at this
time, except to say that it would involve
working with the body of Christ in many
places, within the Twin Cities and around
"the north country". We believe

"down the
From things that
vou might assume that we are
missionaries
living there, or
Of course,
some
that as far

within

that God

wants to gather the strength of the Spir:
filled community of believers in this part
of the country -- for fellowship. interces-
sion, training, proclamation of the gospel,
both in our own "north country" and to
the nations. Jackie and I sense we will
be part of a working together of many chur-
ches, as well as being part of Church Upon
The Rock. We know that many of vyou may
have a part in some of these things which
are on God's heart; but again, we only
"see through a glass darkly".

Some have asked, "Are you going to Hawaii

for the sake of vyour own ministry? How
will this help Church Upon The Rock?" As
I pondered these questions, 1 didn't seem

to have a ready answer. 1 don't
assurance that the Crossroads
School will "benefit my ministry". 1 am
not sure how it will benefit the
either. At least, not directly. As 1 talked
to the Lord about these things, He seemed
to tell me that we were asking the wrong

have any
Discipleship

church

questions. Why do I have to know if it
will Dbenefit me or the church ? Instes

we would ask, will it further God's pu: -
poses? Will it extend His kingdom? Does
our church exist for it's own benefit,
or for God's benefit? The issues become

simpler when we simply decide to determine

what is pleasing to the Lord.

So I have had to settle it all by deter-

mining 1if this wventure is what God wants.
It seems that He does. If so, He confirms
it by granting faith in wus and faith in
the church.

Then, as we move ahead in wunity and
faith, God does supernatural things where
they are needed. 1In this case, we have
seen many obstacles which have seemed to
need God's intervention. The first was

Him preparing the church for us to be gone.
Setting in the eldership was essential,

and it had to be done properly and in good
order. This seems to be happening with
the grace of God so evident. For some of
you who are new to the church, you may

not realize that these men have been fur
tioning in the c¢church with Gordy and



f a long time; we
for help

have looked to them
and guidance over a long period
and we have functioned as a team for over
two years. So it is a very stable leadership
in which I have much confidence, and 1
think that I have the mind of the Lord
on that!

Another area of concern for this wventure
is our family. Surprisingly, Jackie, who
nine years ago was the resistant one towards
ideas about Hawaii has been even more clear
in her heart than I in sensing that this
direction 1is right. Jeff and Jennifer are
in agreement. Now, vyou =should know that
we will be living on a YWAM base, and as
a family are given one room (with a bath).
Cozy, don't vou think? It is communal living,
eating YWAM meals with everyone on base,
all doing our share of manual labor to help
keep the place running. Not quite like home,
but we seem to all have peace about it.
So praise the Lord.

You might ask, who is paying for this
iture? Jackie and 1 are in a '"faith posi-
tion" regarding the finances. We do not
want to presume on the church, but are
looking to the Lord to meet the need. From
our perspective, this will take a superna-

tural provision. In other words, we don't
have the money for it. But God doces. And
He knows where to get it. It is natural,
of course, that He wuses our friends as
they are led by Him, but our faith is in
Him to meet the need. As has been true

for our previous

iz in the

overseas trips, the cost

thousands,

beyond any salary
that we might receive. God is faithful
to provide for us to do His will, when
done in His way, in His timing. Please

believe with us for His provision.

Well, I suppose more could be said, but
perhaps what I have shared will help vyou
pray for wus and stand in unity with the

church as we approach a new
my desire that we all grow up
in the days ahead, moving on
the comfort of the Holy Spirit.

vear. It is
into Christ
in faith and
I know that

change is usually hard for most of us, but
with God involved it brings hope of good
things to come! May His will be done in
yvour life and ours. May the blessing of

the Lord be on you and your family in the
new year. May the Lord add many souls to
His kingdom and to our own church family
in the months before us.

The peace of Christ be with vou all.

inn Christ.

John and Jackie





