You're sitting with Jesus in Heavenly Places!
The apostle Paul wrote the letter of Ephesians to
young believers who had been saved out of great
spiritual darkness. The city of Ephesus was full of

witchcraft-and idolatry. Acts f9 is the record of Paul's
evangelism and church planting in that city.

You might think that his letter to them would be
full of warnings about going back to their demonic
practices; but no, the book of Ephesians

instead points them to higher ground. It focuses
their attention purely on Christ and His great
redemption.

Although the battle with Satan's kingdom is mentioned
in the book, it is not until the very end,

after Paul has described the great revelation of
Christ and His church.

Only after speaking fully about Christ and about
who we are in Christ, does Paul write about spiritual
warfare: “Finally, be strong in the Lord and

in the strength of His might. Put on the full armor
of God, so that you will be able to stand firm
against the schemes of the devil." Eph. 6: 10
Standing firm against the devil is not the first
lesson of Ephesians, but the /ast lesson of Paul's
great teaching. As a great teacher, led by the
Holy Spirit, Paul wanted to put first things first.
The first thing to learn was NOT how to stand
firm against the devil.

Indeed, the first lesson of Ephesians was not
about standing. The first lesson was about being
seated, about learning to sit down with Jesus.
This lesson is stated in Ephesians 2:5,6: "While
we were dead in our transgressions, he made

us alive together with Christ (by grace you have
been saved), and raised us up with Him, and
seated us with Him in the heavenly places in
Christ Jesus. "

A Christian must first learn to sit, before he or
she can learn to stand. Of course, he is speaking
of our heart and our mind, rather than our

body. It is in our hearts and minds that we learn
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to rest in Christ first. And then we can learn to
stand firm against the devil. The greatest power
against the devil is to know you are at peace with
God, and at rest in His love.

Christian, do you know that, in your heart and
your spirit, you have been given a place to sit
with Jesus and the Father in heaven? It is already
true, and you are already there!!

What a glorious reality is described in the first
two chapters of Ephesians, that all-believers in
Christ have not only been made alive, but they
have been raised up to a very high place, the
very place where Jesus has been placed.

Jesus was the One first seated in the heavenly



place, "seated by the Father at His own right
hand, far above all rule and authority and power
and dominion and every name that can be
named, not only in this age, but also in the one to
come..." Ephesians 1: 20,21

That in itself is glorious news, to know that Jesus
is at the right hand of the Father, far above all
other powers.

How much more glorious is the news that you and
I have been raised up with Him, and seated WITH
HIM in the heavenly places!!!

This is not about the future, when we die physically
and go to heaven. No, this is the description

of something that has already happened. It says
He already raised us up, and already seated us
with Jesus in the heavenly place!

Do you know where you are? Have you found
your seat in heaven? Do you know that by faith
you can take your seat, and sit down in your
rightful place with the Father and the Son? This

is not a place you deserve to be, but it was made
possible through the death and resurrection of
Christ.

The death and resurrection of Jesus accomplished
complete forgiveness of all our sins. If only that
took place, we would rejoice, for we would have
peace with God. But that is only the beginning.
God also took us up out of our destroyed or wasted
lives and brought us right into His presence,

and gave us a favored seat with Him.

This is the resting place of the believer, the place
that was given to us freely with our salvation. It

is the result of our being justified by faith and having peace with God. It is a spiritual place, of
course, and speaks of the connection

between us and God. It means that we are not far away from Him. Ephesians2: 13 says, "But
now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of who are
Christ

In verse 18, we read that through. Him

(Chnst), we have our access In one Spmt

Brothers and sisters in Christ, do you realize that in your heart, in your spirit, you have been
brought right into the presence of God? Do you realize that you have an open relationship with
Him,.and that you have a direct access?

Do you realize that God has already provided this, and that you do not have to work for it?
just receive it. Just agree withGod and say this Thank this

to yourself: | am seated with Jesus In the heavenly place!" .

Brothers and sisters, we need the heavenly perspective on our lives. You probably understand
that God is above your problems, and so is Jesus. But the truth is that you are also far above
your problems. You have been brought up from the the dead, and raised up above the problems
of this world. You have been placed where Christ is,

seated at the right hand of the Father.



This means that in the middle of a problem, you must remember that you are with Jesus. You
are above the problem and safe with Jesus at right hand of God the Father. This means you can
look down on your problems. Your problems are smaller than God and your problems are
beneath you. Instead of seeing curtains - your-problems-as-mountains-loC>riling-overyou, you
must look down on them from far above.

If you ride in a passenger jet airplane, you will be carried so high that even tall mountains look
seems the "stakes" represent the hundreds of

Small. God has carried you up in Christ far above the problems of the world. From that place
you always find hope and faith and peace

From that spiritual place, you can expect God to

answer prayer and supernaturally intervene in your life.

From that place you will know that God and you .will be able to overcome all your problems



